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THE RISE OF THE ANTICHRIST
A Sermon Series Inspired by the Film

Series Introduction:  
Left Behind: The Rise of the AntiChrist tells a story in 
the not so distant future in which we are faced with a 
catastrophic event. Not simply because of the intensity 
or the widespread nature of this seemingly unexpected 
occurrence, but because of a promise. What makes 
this film so relevant is the nature of perceived and 
projected truth. The “event” is so obvious, even to 
non-believers. Yet the media has such a stronghold on 
information that the truth can be whatever is decided. 
A vocal, yet powerful few can blind the entire world. 
This in itself wouldn’t be so scary had it not been 
foretold to us in scripture. Through inspiration from 
God, this film carries us through three areas in which 
we need to prepare our church. 

The title of this teaching series is:  
LISTEN UP, SPEAK UP, ARMOR UP. 
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SERMON ONE:
LISTEN UP
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One of the films protagonists, Buck, a truth-seeking journalist, is interviewing a mental health 
expert, Dr. Ruby Kincaid, who is leading a multi-national investigation on this “Pandemic of 
Evil” and explains on national television that our leaders need to do more to stop people from 
coming up with what she calls “conspiracy theories”. 

It’s all a seemingly convincing conversation. It’s easy to turn to our leaders for answers when we 
are hurting. When tragedy befalls us, it’s human nature to seek answers. But where do we look? 
Who can we trust? An instinctual response from Christians would be to trust in the Lord. Listen 
to His Word. But let’s face it, in this film, the world was hit with a very visible tragedy. Those left 
behind can find it difficult to put faith in an invisible god. So where do we turn? Inevitably it is 
the person with the biggest megaphone. 

Interestingly enough, this answers the question as to why Jesus himself couldn’t come and 
physically walk among us today. Who would believe that he was the Messiah? Even in his own 
time, with no social media or broadcast television, most of the land could not accept that Jesus 
was the God of Abraham. 

Let’s examine just one instance in John 8:3-11

3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They 
made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the 
act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you 
say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.

This body of scripture is very interesting in how it can be related to what is happening in the 
film, and by extension, the world we live in now. Just as we read about the Pharisees, how 
many times do we find the media not only pushing a narrative but also twisting our words 
to build a story that favors their argument. We see that now with certain vaccines. We are 
witnessing evil even now being masked with catch phrases “women’s rights” and several 
movements throughout our country. We must be careful to LISTEN, not just HEAR. 

As we continue to read through John 8 we start to see the effects of listening over hearing… 

7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of 
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and 
leave your life of sin.”

SERMON ONE :  L ISTEN  UP
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The accusers where hearing the reasoning of the Pharisees, but slowly they began to listen to 
the world of the Lord.

But how do we listen when there is simply so much noise? In the film we hear rationalizations 
of the vanishings ranging from solar flares to alien invasions. It’s interesting how the craziest 
of explanations can be portrayed as more viable reasoning than something predicted and 
documented thousands years ago. 

The answer is within the scripture I purposely left out so far in this teaching. This was by 
design as many have mistakenly overlooked this or simply looked in the wrong direction. Let’s 
explore this… 

John 8:6b - … But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.

Again in John 8:8 - Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

As the Pharisees were attempting to trap Jesus, Jesus took two opportunities to stop and 
write in the sand. Many ask “What was Jesus writing?”. If you ask nearly any Jewish scholar, 
what Jesus wrote wasn’t as important as the act itself of writing with His finger. 

Jesus made a statement by writing in the sand. Two areas of study express that he was 
fulfilling prophecy (Jeremiah 17:1, 13), and that He proclaimed without words that HE IS GOD. 

Exodus 31:18
When the Lord finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of 
the covenant law, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God.

Jesus teaches us through John that we can choose to listen to the Pharisees or seek the word 
of God. Now I’m not calling anyone out as Pharisees, but as is exemplified through this film 
face value can hold no value at all.

There can be an entire series of teachings on how Jesus handled the situation with the 
Pharisees and the adulterous woman. The fact is that we do not have to be scholars to seek 
the truth of God’s word. We simply must be willing to listen. Keep His word close to your 
heart and you cannot be led astray. 

Movie Quote: “So how do we know who to trust?” “Trust God… Trust Jesus… Trust the 
Bible… and for literally everyone else… take what they’re saying to you and weigh it against 
the word… and then, you pray. Pray for God’s help not to be led astray.
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SERMON TWO:
SPEAK UP
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When is enough, enough? We are aware of signs, we understand Jesus’ teaching. We see 
through the smokescreen that is presented as facts and “science”. What’s next? 

Should we speak up? In what manner should we do this? Is it even biblical? The short answer 
is a resounding YES! We learn through scripture that it’s an expectation of us and how we are 
supposed to do this. When we abide by God’s word, our path is secured. 

Three quotes from Left Behind that should terrify you… 

“Scared people stay in their homes… they lock themselves inside.. 
that’s what we need right now.”

“There is no greater power in the universe than a unified human race.”

“The world is looking for someone they can trust to get us back on track…And I’m not sure 
there’s been a world leader that has earned that trust more than this man.”

The reality is that if we do not speak up, the enemy will. Can we afford the only voices to be 
heard to be the voice of destruction? There is a wide misconception that, as Christians, we are 
not supposed to judge others. When, in fact, Jesus teaches us to judge. Though we are to do 
so righteously. Let’s look at Matthew 7:3-4

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 

Most stop here. Many non-believers use this as an argument to say that we are not to be 
judgmental. This partially holds true, we are not to be “fault-finding” people. But we are to 
be vigilant and unafraid to speak up. If we continue to read, even the very next verse, Jesus 
teaches that we are to judge, but in what manner we should do so. 

Matthew 7:5
5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

Examine yourself. Ensure your judgment is coming from a place of righteousness, not self-
righteousness 

You may ask yourself “Who am I? What can I do? I’m just one person.” 

SERMON T WO:  SPEAK  UP
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In Left Behind: The Rise of the Antichrist Ray is having a conversation with his daughter, 
Chloe, that is seemingly going nowhere. Her heart is not prepared to accept the truth. 
However,  this conversation is overheard by a complete stranger. As a result, the path of 
salvation starts and so begins a movement with an immeasurable ripple effect. 

Our tongue is the most powerful muscle in our body. Not in the measure of muscle, that 
award goes to the mandible, but its ability to be the arbitrator of both healing and chaos. 

Proverbs 18:21 puts it this way: “The tongue has the power of life and death.” The stakes 
are high.

Your words can either speak life, or your words can speak death. Our tongues can build others 
up, or they can tear them down. An unchecked fire doubles in size every minute. Gossip and 
false teaching are no different. It’s been said that great minds discuss ideas, average minds 
discuss events, and small minds discuss people.

The church that James is writing to in James 3:1-12 was full of small-minded people who 
gossiped about each other and tore one another apart with their tongues. We’re quick to 
avoid the sins of murder, stealing, and drunkenness, but we often assassinate fellow believers 
and leave a trail of destruction by the way we use our tongues.

Just as the tongue can pierce sharper than any knife, it can also be used to bring truth and 
healing. We are wielding a double edged sword. In these last days, we must take care how we 
wield it. 

I’ve not been a good person… What right do I have to speak up? 

This is an interesting question. It especially merits thought as we approach the time of 
tribulation in the film. An interesting perspective is approached as the first scene of the film 
reveals that the rapture has already happened. Buck reports that “tens of millions of people 
have vanished”. What of those left behind? Has God walked away from His sinful people? 

No - as a matter of fact, the very act of a pre-tribulation rapture shows God’s mercy to an 
undeserving people. The end times are coming. It’s predicted throughout scripture. While 
God would be justified in simply calling the game, He gives us one final opportunity to come 
to Him before it’s too late. 

Romans 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

We are not only still able to be called home, but as those left after the rapture, we have a duty 
to speak up. For us, the world becomes our mission field. How else can the lost find hope? 

SERMON T WO:  SPEAK  UP
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SERMON THREE:
ARMOR UP
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In the film, Buck enters this dimly lit, ominous room. World leaders sit at a round table 
prepared to listen. Buck is equipped with the truth, and meticulously lays out thread after 
thread of irrefutable evidence. What happens next seems to be impossible. Almost unreal… 
Unbelievable… Except it was predicted.  

To this point in our teaching series one could depend on their intellect to “listen up”. One 
could lean on their bravery to “speak up”. But now that we’ve discovered the truth and boldly 
shared the truth, the next part is impossible to do by yourself. We can no longer depend on 
ourselves, but put our faith in God, repent, and equip ourselves in the full armor of God… But 
why? 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12
9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all 
sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways 
that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love 
the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that 
they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth 
but have delighted in wickedness.

Warnings of the end times are found in various points of scripture. It’s not locked within the 
book of Revelations. With the understanding that this is coming, what can WE do? The fact is 
that WE can do very little. As a matter of fact, there is nothing we can do on our own to protect 
us from this point of attack from the Antichrist. Only through accepting Jesus Christ as your 
personal savior can you be protected from this supernatural evil. 

To begin to comprehend why, we must seek God to save us from the manipulation of the 
Antichrist – and that is understanding the difference between a finite game and an infinite 
game. 

In game theory there are two types of games or strategies.

The finite game: The Players are known, the rules are known, and both sides have a fixed 
objective. Think of a baseball game. Everyone has agreed on the rules. After nine innings, 
whoever has the most points wins. There are winners and losers.

The infinite game: Has known and unknown players. The rules are changeable. The objective 
is to keep the game in play. Think of The Cold War between the Soviet Union and America.

Most everyone would agree that we lost the cold war. While we lost tens of thousands of 
lives in each of the two World Wars, the casualty numbers rose from 9 million to 11 million 
(according to some studies) during the Cold War. Why is this? We were not playing the 
same game as our opponent. We were playing to win. We were playing to gain control. Our 
opponent was simply fighting for their lives. We simply were not playing the same game. 

SERMON THREE :  ARMOR UP
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Everything is in balance when both sides decide the game we are playing. But if we are 
playing two totally different games, the system begins to crumble. The struggle is out 
of balance. 

How does this apply to the rise of the AntiChrist? It’s simple; We cannot win a war waged in 
the supernatural by expecting our natural selves to fight this battle. A supernatural attack 
must be defended by a supernatural defender. Hence The Full Armor of God. 
Paul is explicit in his letters to the church of Ephesus. 

Ephesians 6:10-13
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put 
on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

I would encourage you to read this chapter in depth. There is a very important takeaway 
here. There is not a war waging over your soul. When we put on the armor of God, we are 
not entering God into the battlefield. There is no war between Satan and God. The devil has 
already lost. 

Notice when Paul is writing to the church, he repeatedly uses the phrase “stand firm”.  We are 
to stand firm in our convictions. Stand firm in confidence that the battle is over. Stand firm in 
the promise of the Lord. The battle is not between Satan and God.  The enemy is trying to rig 
the game. 

Play the infinite game. Take time to learn exactly what it means to wear the full armor of God. 

About ALL PRO PASTORS INTERNATIONAL
As one of the largest networks of Pastors throughout the world, All Pro Pastors International 
includes Pastors from all denominations, races, and cultures, with a heart for unity and 
cooperation. The Champions Table is the foundation of the ministry where Pastors sharpen 
Pastors. The Pastors Prayer Center is our powerhouse where we pray for and with ministers 
everyday throughout America and the world. We love Pastors and ministers and are here to 
serve you!
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